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S
ang-Won Bahng, a 
freshman chemical 
engineering major, 
will be obligated to 
return to South Ko-
rea soon.

He has to complete 
his mandatory service in the South 
Korean military. 

Standing tall in black Ray-Bans in 
a Sandoz study room, Bahng dis-
cussed his obligations.

Currently, he’s taking a heavy 
course load, and he’s also a bari-
tone in the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln’s men’s varsity cho-
rus. Bahng said the activity is a 
break”from his other courses.

After this year, his educational 
plans will go on hold for at least 
21 months.

Bahng said he decided to serve 
his military time now instead of 

after college because family and 
friends recommended it.

“They say it is a place where you 
really grow up the 
most,” he said.

Bahng said he 
embraces the idea 
that he must serve 
his nation.

Logistically, deal-
ing with military 
service isn’t a com-
plicated matter. 

Lori Straatmann, 
an administrative 
manager in the Col-
lege of Engineer-
ing, is in charge of 
dealing with the 
matriculation of engineering stu-
dents who defer their schooling for 
military service.

“Students who must defer their 

education due to military service 
are currently treated as any other 
student who must leave the univer-

sity due to outside 
obligations,” Straat-
mann said. 

Upon his return, 
Bahng will simply 
have to reapply for 
admission. He can 
then begin classes 
immediately. He 
said he plans on be-
ing able to finish in 
two years after re-
turning. 

Bahng said one 
of the greatest dif-
ferences between 

South Korea and the United States 
is the required military service. The 
Korean War began in 1950 and is 
still an active war. Both nations 

Bahng:  
see page 3
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 photo by kaylee everly | story by daniel wheaton

Brent Koenigsman
Daily nebraskan

For University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln stu-
dents, getting the word 
out at the Nebraska 
Union can take a lot 
more time 
than ex-
pected. 

To set up 
a booth 
or even 
w r i t e 
c h a l k 
m e s -
s a g e s 
outside 
on the 
Union plaza, stu-
dents must go 
through a lot of 
red tape. 

Erin Carey, 
a UNL senior 
a d v e r t i s i n g 
major, got 
an unexpected 
crash course in 
this complicated 
process. 

As a market-
ing intern for Ve-
rizon Wireless, 
Carey wanted to 
set up a booth 
that would dis-
play the new-
est phones and 
give other 
s t u d e n t s 
a chance 
to win prizes. Because the 
venture wasn’t being run 
by a Recognized Student 
Organization (RSO), Carey 
had to find an RSO to co-
sponsor her. 

Her first choice, the Ad 
Club, wasn’t yet fully in 

compliance and she had 
to search for another club. 
She contacted the American 
Marketing Association who 
was in compliance and that 
club’s supervisor had to sign 

off on paperwork they 
filled out at the union.  
To run a booth with 

business in-
te r -

e s t s , 
l i k e 
V e -

r i z o n 
in Carey’s 

case, it costs 
$50 a day for 
indoor stands 
and $100 a 
day for out-
door stands. 
For non-busi-

ness stands, 
like student-run 
ph i l an th rop ies , 
it’s free. All of 
this can sound 
ove rwhe lm ing , 
but Carey said it 
“wasn’t necessar-
ily difficult, just 
confusing.” She 
went on to say 
the reservations 
area staff were 

“ h e l p f u l 
and pleas-
ant.” 

Charlie Francis, the direc-
tor of the Nebraska Unions, 
said there’s a reason for the 
drawn-out process. 

“We want to make sure 

RSOs, visitors 
compete for 
union space

bryan klopping | daily nebraskan

union:  
see page 3

Homecoming update

Homecoming week kicked off Monday with Monday 
Night Live, as well as the start of the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln’s annual Homecoming Blood Drive. 
Even though Merideth Burtzos, freshman mechanical 
engineering major, was unable to donate blood be-
cause of her low iron levels, she remained impressed 
by the staff. 
“They were nice to me, too and talked with me while I 
waited for my roommate to finish donating,” she said. 
“It was a very pleasant experience in my mind.” 
As for Monday Night Live, some students were left 
in the cold. The annual sketch show, based on the 
popular late-night television show Saturday Night Live, 
filled up one of the theaters in the Lied Center almost 
instantly. Dozens of students were left waiting in the 
lobby and outside in the hopes that space would free 
up. 
“We got (to the door) and they said the theater had 
filled up,” said Anissa Milburn, a pre-inclusive early 
childhood education major.
The blood drive will continue for the second day of 
homecoming from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Champions 
Center west of Memorial Stadium.
The Red Cross invites all students who are interested 
in donating to stop by. Staff will walk students through 
a quick process to determine if they are eligible to 
donate before actually drawing blood. Food and drinks 
are available for all students who donate. Students are 
advised to eat a filling, healthy meal before donating.

haleywhisennand@ 
dailynebraskan.com

Red Cross Blood Drive
where: Champions Club, on the west side of Memorial 
Stadium
when: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Today’s homecoming events
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UNL’s Latin American 
club aims to educate
Robin walz
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For the first time, students 
of the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln have an organi-
zation dedicated to Latino-
Americans.

Sept. 21 was the brand 
new Latin American Student 
Organization’s first meeting. 
The room in the Nebraska 
Union was almost instantly 
filled with chatter in English, 
Spanish and Portuguese as 
people made new friends 
and new acquaintances. 

Strangers started exchang-
ing stories. And it wasn’t just 
Latino-American students, 
but people from South 
America, Italy, Spain, Por-
tugal, Germany, Vietnam, 
China and India who came 
together,  adding a diverse 
audience to the meeting. 

The group aims to be not 
just a place for Latino Ameri-
cans to meet each other, but 
also to educate everyone 
interested in Latin-American 
cultures. The intention is to 
keep it very diverse, social 
and fun for everyone. All 

UNL students with an inter-
est in Latin American cul-
tures are welcome to join. 
There are no fees. 

The club plans to of-
fer movies and presenta-
tions to show the culture of 
the home countries of the 
people involved as well as 
social activities such as an 
intramural sports teams and 
stand-up comedy nights. 
But LASO also aims to im-
prove the public view on 
Latino students in America, 
hoping to remove negative 
stereotypes through positive 

action.  
“We want to have a com-

munity service committee,” 
said vice president Felipe 
Alves, from Brazil.

LASO will be non-profit 
oriented and dedicated to 
the people of Lincoln and 
the University of Nebraska, 
Alves said. Monthly commu-
nity service, meant to give 
something back to Nebras-
ka, will be organized once 

laso:  
see page 3

Red tape hinders 
student ability to 
use plaza space

c a l l e d  t o

s e r v e

Sang-Won Bahng, a freshman chemical engineering major from Seoul, Korea, was drafted into the Korean 
military and will be servng in August 2012. “You’re doing it for your country and paying back what your country 
has offered you,” said Bahng. 



LASO has established itself 
more. The possibility of part-
nerships with similar student 
organizations for community 
service was mentioned, but 
is not yet definite.

The first meeting served to 
introduce the organizational 
structure of LASO as well 
as all attending members to 
each other. After that, a vid-
eo was shown to display the 
various Latin cultures and 
countries that the student or-
ganization aims to represent. 

Because this is the first 
student organization aimed 
at Latin-American culture, 
two professors at UNL have 
pledged their support to 
LASO.

“I am extremely happy 
about having a Latin-Amer-
ican association,” said Was-
kar Ari, professor of history 
and ethnic studies at UNL. 
According to Ari, Latino stu-
dents in Nebraska have had 
little public attention so far 
and there is still lots of work 
to do.

Miguel Ceballos, professor 

of sociology at UNL, will also 
offer advice to LASO. The 
university itself fully recog-
nizes the group as a student 
organization. 

President of LASO Cesar 
Davila Novoa also congratu-
lated Mexico and Nicaragua 
on their days of indepen-
dence, both of which were 
celebrated in September.

“We are all a big nation; 
we are all brothers,” Novoa 
said. 

LASO wants to remove 
barriers and bring Latin 
countries and cultures closer 
together on the UNL campus. 

Jokingly recognizing Latin-
American passion for soccer, 
he added, “Just don’t talk 
about soccer or we will all 
get into a big fight.”

While casual, LASO also 
has an organizational struc-
ture. President of the group 
Novoa is from Peru. Aid-
ing him as vice president is 
the Brazilian Alves. Pamela 
Ames, also from Peru, takes 
care of advertising and event 
planning. The treasury is 

handled by Philipe da Silva. 
Luis Pichardo is heading the 
community service chair of 
the organization, and Euti-
mio Cardenas, as secretary, 
is responsible for record 
keeping. 

LASO can be found on 
Facebook, which is the 

best place to find informa-
tion about the next meeting 
time and location, as well 
as general announcements 
made by the group. Meet-
ings take place every Tues-

day at 6:30 p.m. 
robinwalz@ 

dailynebraskan.com

L
et’s talk, you and I. Let’s 
talk about time – specifi-
cally, about waiting until 
time is almost up.

The clock reads 8:30 
p.m. as I write this. 

I have a five-page paper due 
tomorrow, but I’ve chosen to 
instead sit down in front of my 
laptop and devote my attention 
to other matters.

I’d much rather talk to you than 
work on this paper. As a matter 
of fact, there are many things I’d 
rather do: Go eat dinner, watch 
a little TV, get on Facebook for a 
while, play some Xbox or maybe 
even take a quick nap.

Now that those ideas are in my 
head, it’s a pretty safe bet to say 
that I’m going to do each and 
every one of them before getting 
started on my paper.

I’ll be up late tonight, as I am 
most nights. It’s a recurrent prob-
lem, one that I’m aware of and 
yet powerless to put an end to – 
after wasting the day away, doing 
nothing productive, I look at the 
clock, realize it’s after midnight 
and finally force myself to get to 
work on whatever is due the fol-
lowing morning.

Part of me is irritated with 
myself for not being able to get 

a hand on this unproductive and, 
some would argue, self-destruc-
tive habit; another part of me is 
ashamed for the same reason.

I take solace in the fact that 
I’m not the only one suffering 
from this affliction. I know that 
at every night at 3 a.m., all across 
campus, there are people still 
awake, burning through the work 
that, for whatever reason, they 
neglected to do while the sun 
was up. I might know some of 
them – hell, you might be one of 
them yourself.

If that is the case, then you 
know what it’s like to look out 
the window and see a silent 
landscape, devoid of light and 
activity. There’s a kind of despair 
that comes with having to stay up 
late, born from the knowledge 
of the sleep you’re missing out 
on, the exhaustion that’s going to 
result from it, and the fact that, 
in the end, it’s the start of a cycle 
that isn’t easily broken.

That’s what it becomes in the 
end – a cycle. You stay up till 
3 one night, waste the next day 
catching up on sleep, and end up 
having to stay up just as late the 
next night.

And the next night. And the 
next. And the next.

It’s interesting that so many 
people continue to procrastinate 
and stay awake into the wee 
hours of the morning, in spite 
of the abundance of knowledge 
about how bad it can be for our 
minds and bodies.

Several studies have shown that 
chronic sleep deprivation can 
have all kinds of nasty effects 
on people. A study conducted in 
1999 linked it to stunted growth 
in children and teens, and an-
other in 2005 found a connection 
between it and type 2 diabetes. 
It can impair things like daytime 
judgment and driving ability, and 
has been linked to death both 
indirectly and directly.

In addition to this, college stu-
dents who stay up late to work 
on assignments the night before 
continually toe the line of aca-
demic success and failure. What 

if you forget something? What if 
an all-nighter the night before 
isn’t enough time to finish that 
two-week project? What if ex-
haustion drives you to the point 
where you just don’t care, and 
you choose to just abandon what-
ever you’ve been working on and 
accept failure?

The dangers of taking this ap-
proach to academic life are both 
glaring and plentiful, so it begs 
the question: Why do students 
continue to do it?

Speaking from experience, I 
can say with some certainty that 
there is no single cause. People 
— college students included — 
procrastinate for every reason 
under the sun.

I’ve done it out of fear, sure 
that when I eventually did get 
around to whatever it was I was 
putting off, my effort simply 
wouldn’t be good enough. There 
have also been times when I’ve 
put off doing a paper or project 
because simply because I’ve been 
at a loss for how to proceed with 
it. More often than not,though, 
what it comes down to is a lack 
of time management skills on my 
part.

It’s been a recurring, long-
standing problem since high 

school, and I imagine that’s the 
case with most of those students 
who are consistently still awake 
at one in the morning, two in the 
morning, and three in the morn-
ing.

Purported remedies for chronic 
procrastination are just as nu-
merous as the effects of it and 
the reasons behind it. I’ve had 
people suggest I make check-
lists, use a planner and even go 
to a self-help group on the topic 
(yes, such groups exist). It may 
sound melodramatic of me to say 
this, but most of the time curing 
procrastination really isn’t that 
simple.

It’s a routine that isn’t easily 
broken, a habit that dies hard, 
and in the end it comes down to 
whether or not the person doing 
it has the mental fortitude to fix 
the cycle of wasting days away 
and going to work after the sun 
goes down.

It can be done, though – after 
all, it’s not like it’s an addiction 
or something.

Now if you’ll excuse me, it’s 
getting dark out, and I have a 
paper to write.
David Smith is a sophomore news-

editorial major. You can reach 
him at davidsmith@ 

dailynebraskan.com.
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Procrastination puts students in predicament

david smith

anna reed | daily nebraskan
LASO’s founding members represent many nations world-
wide and are working to show the variety of Latin cultures 
represented at UNL.

laso: from 1
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that the stands in the 
union and out on the 
plaza are things students 
want to see,” Francis said. 
“Obviously a university is 
a huge audience and we 
want to limit the amount 
of external business that 
is here on campus. Busi-
nesses that are advertised 
must be tied in with an 
RSO.” 

Nonbusiness entities 
don’t have to go through 
that process, though, and 
can be seen in the form 
of the preacher and others 
who freely spread their 
message without regula-
tion. 

Francis said where 
preachers speak, at “the 
western edge of the pla-
za,” is the “free speech 
area on campus.” 

He also said that the 
area is loosely interpreted 
and not really enforced 
because of lawsuit trou-
bles other universities 
have encountered. 

“A person’s opinion may 
not be popular, but they 
have a right, and you can’t 
really limit free speech,” 
Francis said. “We haven’t 
had any problems with 
that though.” 

Both Francis and Carey 
seemed content with the 
way the system works, al-
though Carey did suggest 
a step-by-step sheet out-
lining what students have 
to do to set up stands that 
might lessen the hectic 
back and forth trips to the 
union. 

“It’s always easier to 
understand when it’s in 
print,” Carey said. 

Overall, the process, 
while complex, offers a 
filter that protects the stu-
dent body from an uncon-
trolled deluge of bad ideas 
and commercialization. “It 
was stressful,” Carey said, 
“but it all worked out in 
the end.”

brentkoenigsman@ 
dailynebraskan.com

Union booth and plaza policy

1. Booths/plaza tables reserved by any RSO 
must be staffed only by student members of 
that group
2. There is a five-consecutive day limit on the 
reservation.
3. All activities must include a prominent sign 
identifying the complete name of the RSO. 
4. All activity must be limited to the booth/
table or the immediately described and ap-
proved areas.
5. Each booth serves one organization.
6. Tables may not be set up in the fire lane or 
in the main traffic patterns of the Nebraska 
Union.
7. Verbal harassment of Nebraska Union cus-
tomers or loud and boisterous activity is not 
allowed.
8. All items must be taken down each night.

patrol a demilitarized zone 
at all times. 

North Korean dictator, 
Kim Jong Il hasn’t been in 
the spotlight recently, but 
the possibility of an attack 
is still real, according to a 
Sept. 21 BBC article. The 
same article said possible 
nuclear action from North 
Korea is carefully moni-
tored by China. 

South Korean men are 
required to serve in the 
military for 21 months be-
tween ages 18 and 35, due 
to the ongoing war.

Because the war is more 
than 60 years old, the cur-
rent generation has a dif-
ferent view of the conflict. 

“We’re getting away from 
the idea that war will break 
out,” Bahng said. Howev-
er, South Korean men are 
required to serve in case 
of any military attack from 
North Korea. 

Bahng said he accepts 
the fact that he needs to 
serve. When talking about 
his required South Ko-
rean military service to 
Americans, Bahng said the 

service is an established 
part of growing up as a 
South Korean man. Be-
cause the war occurred on 
the Korean Peninsula, it 
left a mark on those living 
there. 

He said he plans to serve 
the next two years in the 
military, but he isn’t dread-
ing this period of his life. 
Some of his friends are al-
ready in the military.

After moving to Omaha, 
Neb., from South Korea 
in 2007, Bahng attend-
ed Mount Michael High 
School when he was 14. 
He said he anticipated hav-
ing to go back to his native 
country before being able 
to complete a degree, but 
he wasn’t quite ready right 
after high school.

Bahng chose to attend 
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln for his freshman 
year of college because of 
its familiarity.

“I liked Nebraska, and 
I don’t like big cities,” he 
said.  

danielwheaton@ 
dailynebraskan.com
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Wild kingdom
Exotic animals pay 
East Campus a visit, 
entertaining audience 
members of all ages 

Bottom left: Kip Smith, animal coor-
dinator for Wildlife Encounters, pres-
ents one of the exotic animals to the 
audience. Among the other animals 
presented at the show were an
albino Burmese python and a red 
kangaroo.

Bottom right: A young audience 
member gets an up-close look at 
Wildlife Encounter’s albino Burmese 
python. The nonprofit organization 
travels the country to educate the 
public about wild species of ani-
mals.

jon augustine | daily nebraskan
Kristen Kamm, left, and McKenzie Gofta, both freshmen fisheries and wildlife 
majors at UNL, wait in suspense for Aries to jump off their backs at Hardin 
Hall on Sept. 29. Aries is an African serval who was captured by the Humane 
Society in downtown Omaha after being held illegaly as a household pet and 
donated to Wildlife Encounters.

jon augustine | daily nebraskanbethany schmidt | daily nebraskan
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